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PURPOSE OF THE MEETINGS

To maximize public participation and involvement in the General Plan Update process

To provide the public with current data and information regarding land use and mobility, examine 
land use development and transportation concepts (mixed-use developments and corridor housing) 
and how they have worked in other communities as well as their pros and cons

To develop a vision for the future use, character and mobility of the community and the policies 
necessary to achieve that vision.
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WHAT IS THE GENERAL PLAN?

A long-range planning document required of every city by the State of California to provide a 
framework for future development and resource conservation

Often called the "Constitution for Local Development" because it ultimately determines the shape, 
form and quality of a city's built environment

Provide a shared vision for the future of Long Beach and a "blueprint" for how that future will 
become a reality

Required to have seven mandatory elements addressing major community concerns; two of the 
mandatory elements, Land Use and Mobility, are now being updated.  Each element includes broad 
goals and policies to guide development and local decision-making.  The elements include 
implementation strategies to provide direction for how those goals and policies are achieved.  
These elements will enable Long Beach to grow in an orderly, sustainable, and desirable fashion.

			Goals are the ultimate purpose of an effort stated in a way that is general in natural and 					
			immeasurable

			Policies are specific statements guiding action and implying clear commitments

			Implementation Programs are actions, procedures, or techniques that carry out the
			general plan policies

The following exhibit shows the proposed process for the update of the Land Use and Mobility 
Elements of the General Plan



CITY DOCUMENTS GUIDING DEVELOPMENT

City Charter
Incorporation, Organization, Powers
(Planning Commission and City Council)

Long Beach 2010 Strategic Plan
Optional mid-range plan

Departmental Strategic Plans
Optional mid-range plans
e.g., Economic Development, 
Parks, Rec. & Marine, Police

Redevelopment Area Strategic 
Plans
Optional mid-range plans
e.g., Central LB, North LB,                      
Westside Industrial Area

Guides for Development &
Design Guidelines
Optional mid-range plans
e.g., Bixby Knolls, Downtown,
East Village Arts District

Municipal Code
Legal code
Codification of local ordinances

Zoning Regulations
Optional way to implement the 
General Plan

Subdivisions

Building & Construction

Vehicles & Traffic

Streets & Sidewalks

Public Facilities &
Historic Landmarks

Public Utilities

Health & Safety

Oil Production
Regulations

General Plan
Constitution for Local Development 

Required by the State of California
Long-Range Plan

Required General Plan Elements
Land Use

Transportation (Mobility)
Housing

Noise
Safety

Open Space
Conservation

Optional Elements
Local Coastal Program

Scenic Routes
Historic Preservation

Economic Development
Community Facilities

Others at City's discretion

Capital Improvement Program
Needed for funding projects
Short and mid-range plans

e.g., Bicycle Master Plan
Optional way to implement
the GP Mobility Element
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WHY DOES LONG BEACH NEED AN UPDATED GENERAL PLAN?

The existing Land Use and Mobility elements of the General Plan need to be updated, having been 
last revised in 1989 and 1991, respectively. Several amendments have been completed and there 
have been many changes. A comprehensive review of policies needs to be undertaken.  The City of 
Long Beach wants its community involved in planning for its future; that is why the Community Cluster 
Advisory Committee meeting process is underway.

PLANNING PROCESS 

The planning process will involve several steps:

	Staff Technical Process
				Data Gathered
				Issues Explored
				Visions Examined
				Alternatives Discussed
				Recommendations Suggested

	Community Cluster Advisory Committee
				Review Data
				Provide Input for the Vision and Alternatives 
				Provide Input for Policies
				Participate in Planning Commission and City Council public hearings 

	Citywide Advisory Committee Process
				Composed of representatives from each of the Community Clusters and other community 
				stakeholders
				Discuss consistent approaches to addressing commonly defined issues
				Serve as the forum for the discussion of Citywide issues and policies  

	Planning Commission Process
				Review the land use and transportation recommendations of the Community Cluster 	�
				Committees and Citywide Advisory Committee
				Conduct Public Hearings
				Make recommendations to City Council



Citywide
Steering Committee 
Review Report and 

Select Preferred 
Alternative

Community 
Cluster Advisory 

Committees - 
Refine Land Use 

Alternatives

Citywide
Workshop - 
Alternatives

Draft Land Use 
and Mobility 

Elements 
Policies

Planning
Commission and 

City Council
 Input

LAND USE AND MOBILITY ELEMENTS UPDATE

Land Use and 
Mobility Elements 

Update Kick-off

Community 
Cluster Advisory 

Committees - 
Orientation and 

Issues

Citywide
Workshop - 

Issues
Background 

Report

Community 
Cluster Advisory/ 
Citywide Steering 

Committees - 
Visions, Options 
and Alternatives

Prepare 
Draft EIR

Public Meetings, 
Hearings on Draft 
EIR & Land Use 

and Mobility 
Elements

City Council 
Certifies EIR & 
Adopts Land 

Use and Mobility 
Elements

Planning 
Commission and 

City Council Input
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City Council Process
				Review the land use and transportation recommendations of the Planning Commission, 	�
				Community Cluster Committees, and City-wide Advisory Committee
				Conduct Public Hearings
				Adopt the Land Use and Mobility Elements

Each Community Cluster and Citywide Advisory Committee shall meet periodically during the 
planning process.  The consultants and staff anticipate that each Community Cluster will meet no 
more than five times during the 18-month planning process.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMMUNITY CLUSTER MEMBERS

			To review City Staff and consultant research and technical analyses and provide input for �
			and confirm key issues, visions, and land use planning and mobility policies.

			To serve as conduits to their neighbors, informing them about the planning process and how �
			the public can participate, distributing project information, and encouraging participation in �
			Citywide workshops.

CITYWIDE ADVISORY COMMITTEE PROCESS

Composed of representatives from each of the Community Clusters and other community leaders, 
the Citywide Committee will provide oversight for the committee meetings, discuss consistent 
approaches to commonly defined issues, and serve as the forum for the discussion of city-wide 
issues and policy.  

MEETING FORMAT AND ATTENDANCE

All agendas will be prepared by the City staff and consultant and distributed to committee members 
in advance of the meeting.

A majority of the designated memberships of each committee shall constitute a quorum.

Attendance to the Community Cluster committees is critical.  Every effort should be made to attend 
all of the scheduled meetings.

Each meeting will be video-taped so that all community cluster members and the rest of the 
community can view the evening's discussion.


